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with as much rapidity and as little expense, as seems consistent 
with certainty and impartiality in the administration of justice. 
Beyond this, there appears little else to be desired. We may 
be pardoned, however, for the passing remark, that the brief 
form of declaration, and the consolidation of the common counts, 
required by these rules, have been used in this country more 
than twenty years ; and it may be retorted, also, that while, in 
England, increased care has been taken to guard against sur- 
prise, by requiring the matter in defence to be specially 
pleaded, American legislation has more widely opened the door 
to that mischief, by permitting the defendant to answer, in all 
cases, by a mere general denial. It is true, we require that a 
brief statement of the matter of defence should accompany the 
general plea ; but, as this admits all sorts of defence, however 
multifarious, its utility remains to be tested by longer experi- 
ence. 

This great legal reform, as might be expected, rendered all 
the old books of entries and precedents of little further use. 
It thus called forth the work of Mr. Chitty, which is a 
very neat and well-executed revision of the existing forms, 
adapted to the new rules of practice. The English edition was 
published in two parts ; the first by Mr. Chitty, in the year 
1836 ; and the second in the year 1838, after his decease, 
which took place in April of that year, by Henry Pearson and 
Tompson Chitty, Esquires. The American edition appears to 
be well executed ; and though the forms are still rather more 
redundant than those in general use in this country, the work, 
we doubt not, will prove a valuable, we had almost said an 
indispensable, aid to the American lawyer. 



7. — Principia Saxonica ; or an Introduction to JingloSaxon 
Reading. By L. Langley, F. L. S. London : 1839. 
12mo. pp. 78. 

To those who think with Home Tooke, that the Anglo-Saxon 
and Gothic ought long ago to have made a part of the educa- 
tion of youth, the publication of this little book will not be un- 
welcome. It contains the Anglo-Saxon Homily of Archbishop 
jElfric, on the Birth-day of Saint Gregory, with a Glossary, 
and a well-written " Essay on the Importance and Utility of 
the Anglo-Saxon Language." The object of the book is thus 
explained by Mr. Laugley in his Preface. " In again present- 



1840.] The Analyst. 531 

ing the Homily to the public, with the appendage of a copious 
Glossary, instead of a Translation, the sole object of the editor 
is to promote, in however subordinate a capacity, a cause in 
which he has long felt a deep and undiminished interest, — the 
cause of Saxon letters." It was his desire to produce, " that 
novelty in Saxon literature, a cheap book." 

Consequently beginners have now within their reach a very 
good text-book, small in compass and in price. We commend 
it to their attention. 



8. — TheJlnalyst; a Collection of Miscellaneous Papers. New 
York : Wiley & Putnam, 1840. 12mo. pp. 174. 

This is a volume well worthy to be read. It gives proof 
of reflection, observation, and literary culture; and its style is 
always clear, sometimes forcible and terse, though not often 
elegant. It abounds with shrewd remarks, happy criticisms, 
and well-drawn traits of character. But it is not executed with 
equal felicity throughout. The author imitates largely in some 
parts of his book; he writes not from his own mind, and after 
his own fashion, but draws from others both matter and form. 
The series of papers, in which he attempts to delineate certain 
characters, are not, taken as a whole, very well done, though 
they contain many single touches of great merit. They con- 
stantly remind us of other writers and other times; they are 
Theophrastus and the French and English essayists remould- 
ed. To paint faithfully a series of characters, to draw them 
from the life, requires the reflective powers of the philosopher, 
and the experience of the man of the world; a quick eye to 
perceive the real peculiarities of men, and a rapid power of 
combination; a style at once clear, graphic, and discriminat- 
ing, and that force of imagination which breathes the breath of 
life into the conceptions of the mind. 

It is not enough, therefore, to be familiar with the admired 
models of this species of writing, belonging to other ages and 
to different states of society. The characters of Theophrastus 
are drawn with consummate skill ; they betray numberless 
delicate touches, which mark them as genuine pictures 
taken from living realities, that passed before the author's 
eye. The few specimens that Aristotle gave, are not quite so 
individual as those of Theophrastus; they rest more upon the 
universal principles of human nature, and upon transient traits; 



